
REINVENTION!
Online Women’s Conference 
Breaks New Ground!

At a time when COVID-19 closures and social distancing 
threatened to drive the motorcycle community 
apart,  Dealernews  Diversity columnist decided she 

wanted to be part of a solution. In addition to doing the White 
Paper in this issue (see page 24), she launched an online 
“Gathering Reinvented” conference — and pulled off a virtual 
miracle in less than 3 weeks! 
 
“Our inaugural Women’s Motorcycle Conference *Online” 
exceeded all expectations —mine and the participants,” 
exclaims Clickenger. “We sold 350 tickets to people from nine 
different countries, had 25 different presenters, 2 panels and 
3 networking sessions.” The program exploded from a simple 
online meet-up to a two-day virtual trade show April 17-18, 
2020.
 
Clickenger believes the reason it resonated so well was more 
than just collective cabin fever. “Here at Women’s Motorcycle 
Tours, we’re gathering women riders from all over the world 
together — virtually — under the guiding principles of unity, 
community and the freedom of the road. We offer education, 
insight, empowerment and connection, all online.”
 
“It was an amazing conference and experience,” says Jan 
Plessner, a presenter as well as a participant. “We had a good 
number of participants for a first of its kind event. The quality 
and diversity of presenters blew me away. I missed some of the 
sessions (working) and will be watching them off-line as soon as 
Alisa distributes the links!” 
 
An executive recruiter and industry veteran, Plessner presented 
the workshop “Motorcycle Industry Hacks to Land Your Dream 
Job.” “My presentation was well received, and a ton of the gals 
are reaching out to me with questions. During my Saturday 
morning presentation, I spilled the beans on topics like why 
some resumes suck, how to build a top-notch LinkedIn profile, 

launching a confidential job search and what hiring managers 
want. I also busted some myths about the perfect job search.

Oh, and I think there would be interest if we put together a 
conference or dedicated a section of the next conference 
targeting dealership owners and managers with insider and 1st 
person experiences as well as information and steps on how to 
connect with more female riders and future riders. If you have 
any suggestions for topics, especially to those older school 
folks, I’d love to learn more,” adds Plessner.
 
This time around, presenters included Wendy Crockett, 
2019 Iron Butt Rally champion, Tricia Szulewski, editor 
of  WomenRidersNow.com,    Dee Jones (Momma D), author 
of  50 States of Consciousness, Joanne Donn of GearChic.com, 
Brittany Morrow of RocktheGear.org,  Porsche Taylor of Black 
Girls Ride, Annemarie Norman, Founder of The Robby Fund 
and Kirsten Midura, founder of Engines For Change. 
 
“I am humbled that so many female leaders in the powersports 
industry stepped up right away to join our unprecedented 
online event,” said Clickenger. “That these busy women are so 
generous with their time and willing to join with me to inspire 
and uplift other lady motorcycle riders is exactly why I love what 
I do and why I keep on doing it. This is what true community is 
all about.”
 
While it may have been called a “women’s conference” 
there really was something for every motorcyclist. “What an 
Inspiring event,” said retired industry exec Frank Esposito. “The 
women who presented are warriors. Every story was unique 
and together presented a common theme of how being a 
motorcyclist had a magical spiritual value. I recommend that 
if you come across any of them, don’t get in their way. They 
are on their own private journeys and nothing is going to stop 
them.”
 
“We need more ladies to step in and help the industry by taking 
the opportunity to learn to ride and ride more!” says Jennifer 
Robison. “Many females that have the desire and money just 
need a push to join.” But Alisa responds that, just like gender, 
the presentation is intended to be inclusive of curious rider 
women and those who prefer to be passengers, rather than 
the exclusionary old-boy rider groups. “That’s what’s so great 
about this event and the timing of it — for the cost of a takeout 
meal non-riding ladies can get a “feel” for the community and 
resources that are available to them.
 
“Our focus was ‘Reinvention’ this time, but there are so many 
other topics to look into,” claims conference creator Clickenger. 
In addition to leading Women’s Motorcycle Tours, she is also 
the author of  Boost Your Confidence Through Motorcycling: A 
Woman’s Guide to Being Your Best Self On And Off The Bike and 
preparing for the 2020 Suffragists Centennial Motorcycle Ride 
coming in August.

“The feedback has been amazing,” concludes Clickenger. 
“Connecting online has proven a great way to #rideitout!”
 
She is already planning to up the ante for the next one, themed 
Level Up! Education. Insight. Empowerment. Connection. Sign 
up for exclusive updates and invitations to future conferences.
https://womensmotorcycletours.com/conference/
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http://WomenRidersNow.com
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http://RocktheGear.org
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Alisa is a two-wheeled world traveler, author, tour operator, and event producer. She has been featured in 
a variety of media outlets as a woman pursuing a life of adventure and helping others to access their inner 
wisdom and be free to lead lives they are passionate about. Her book Boost Your Confidence Through 
Motorcycling: A Woman’s Guide to Being Your Best Self On and Off the Bike became an Amazon.com 
#1 Bestseller. In 2019 Alisa was also named to Dealernews TOP 100 People in Powersports. Her personal 
mission is to empower women through motorcycling and adventure while being a strong advocate for the 
powersports industry at large. Alisa’s motorcycle touring company is www.WomensMotorcycleTours.com.
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