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BEYOND

YOUR FIRST BIKE
Preparing for a move, I’ve been 

going through stuff, deciding what 
comes with and what gets the 

toss. In a dusty corner of the closet was 
a box of old photos: a pictorial journal 
of my motorcycling career. Reflecting 
on many years and many motorcycles 
brought musings about many conversa-
tions with beginner riders who had been 
agonizing over which bike to buy.

My first motorcycle was a Kawasaki 
440 LTD, so long ago I don’t remember 
the model year. There were two distinct 
things about it. It had a variety of mili-
tary base stickers all over the front forks, 
telling the tale of being passed from 

person to person and living various lives 
with various owners. Secondly, I paid 
exactly $400 for it, which was $220 less 
than my first helmet.

New riders often get caught up in try-
ing to find the perfect first bike. It’s equal 
parts excitement about the new sport 
and defining ourselves by the machine 
we ride, which is wonderful and expect-
ed. I received very good advice about 
getting a first bike, including the proper 
fit, enough power to get around (but 
not so much as to be frightening), and 
purchasing used, so that when it was 
dropped, the financial pain wouldn’t be 
as great as if it were new. 

This approach reduced stress, know-
ing in advance that the first bike doesn’t 

last forever. The plan was to focus on 
building riding skills. After a year of 
practicing on the Kawasaki, another gal 
purchased it for the same price, so she 
could learn to ride. 

Carolyn Marosy started the opposite 
way, purchasing a brand-new 1993 
Harley-Davidson XLH883 in vivid black. 
“I chose Harley because I thought it 
was the coolest bike in the world,” she 
said. “I was 25 years old and I wanted 
something new, so it had a warranty and 
I could rely on it. I saved $100 a week 
for a year and was able to pay cash and 
ride it home. It was one of the greatest 
accomplishments of my life. I will never 
forget that first ride home from the 
dealership.”

> By Alisa Clickenger
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Carolyn Marosy’s 
first bike was a 

brand-new 1993  
Harley-Davidson 

XLH883. She 
traded up for this 
2001 Dyna Super 

Glide T-Sport. 
Eventually, she 

purchased a 2004 
BMW R 1150 GS. 

IT WILL ALWAYS BE SPECIAL, BUT PROBABLY WON’T BE YOUR LAST
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Robin Bova did much of her early riding on a Honda CB400F, 
once owned by supercrosser Jimmy Ellis (left). She also picked 
up a BMW K 100 RT, which she took to track days (above).

Marosy rode her first bike to Sturgis 
that fall and is now working as a salesper-
son in the motorcycle industry. She sold 
the XLH883 and purchased a preowned 
2001 Harley-Davidson Dyna Super Glide 
T-Sport she named “American Beauty,” 
because it was loaded with chrome. 

Marosy eventually started working at 
the BMW corporate store in Manhattan 
and got to ride every BMW. She took a 
2004 BMW R1150GS home for a demo 
ride and purchased it the next day. She 
named it “GS JAWS,” because “it looks 
like a Great White and it can tear through 
anything.” It’s still her main ride.

Robert Osborne also started with a 
Harley. He was 17, a senior in high school, 
and he and a few friends decided to buy 
motorcycles. “The 1973 AMF Harley-Da-
vidson SX-125 taught me to ride the 
curves,” Osborne said. “I also took off 
solo to explore dirt roads, fire roads and 
single-track, including finding a back 
entrance to an abandoned iron mine that 
was an incredible place to develop my 
off-road riding capabilities. 

The most important things my first 
bike taught were riding skills, the fun of 
riding with friends and the excitement of 
off-road adventures.”

Robin Bova had a very early and highly 
unusual start in motorcycling. Her father 
was a stunt rider, so she grew up around 
motorcycles. Bova learned how to shift 
while sitting in front of her father on his 
Honda 450 scrambler. 

Her first bike, a 1975 Kawasaki G5 100, 

was purchased for her as a basket case 
by her dad. “Pops chose it,” she said. “It 
was the right size and the price was right. 
$100. I still have the classified ad for it! 
I remember going with him to look at it 
and pick it up. It was a frame and several 
boxes, but I could not wait to get it home 
and wash and wax it.”

Bova’s second bike was a 1975 Honda 
CB400F, upon which she earned her 
license, at 16. Her dad bought it so she 
could ride with him to the Laconia races 
in New Hampshire. “He said it rode like it 
was on rails,” she said. “Dad was the third 
owner of this bike, the first owner being 
1975 AMA Supercross Champion Jimmy 
Ellis. Dad was friends with Jimmy’s father, 
and a big fan.”

Her next bike was her father’s GL500 
Silver Wing, which she purchased from 
her mother after her father died. Bova’s 
subsequent bike purchases were all over 
the spectrum, and she has kept them all.

After my LTD, I eventually purchased a 
1983 Harley-Davidson Sportster 883. The 
Harley really got me exploring, because I 
had built confidence on a smaller bike. 

The shiny Harley-Davidson was full of 
chrome, with an aftermarket exhaust, so 
I wanted to show off and started going 
to events. It helped that I met someone 
also riding a Sportster during an MSF 
Advanced RiderCourse, and we started 
taking weekend trips together. 

That was my introduction to touring. 
The long trips in a variety of terrain 
and conditions required and reinforced 

practicing skills regularly, which led to 
immensely improved riding. I quickly 
learned that the Sportster wasn’t the 
proper bike for long distance touring.

Subsequent bike purchases included 
a Honda Gold Wing Aspencade, Yamaha 
Seca II, BMW R1150 GSA, Kawasaki 
Concours, Suzuki DR350 and KTM 950 
Adventure. It turns out that becoming a 
motorcyclist sometimes leads to owning 
multiple motorcycles, stored in various 
parts of the world, for easier access.

Every rider has a unique progression 
through gaining experience and con-
fidence on motorcycles. As a beginner 
rider, it would be daunting to imagine 
all the bikes you’ll own and all the places 
you’ll ride. Several years into our riding 
careers, we can look back and see the 
path leading to our current level of skill 
and the current motorcycle we’re riding, 
and it’s always perfect. 

From then on, it won’t be about the 
perfect bike upon which to get started, 
but rather the stories you can tell about 
arriving where you are and sharing your 
knowledge and experience with the next 
generation of riders.

Don’t stress the details; just start riding 
something. Start small, which is easi-
er, then work your way up. Take every 
opportunity to practice and learn, so you 
become a better rider. Seek out training 
and mentorship. Be sure to take lots of 
pictures along the way and store them 
somewhere your future self will find them 
and fondly recall, “back in the day.”  MCN
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